after uncertain intervals; or wnetner sne anows mem to uc
continually modified, as families intermarry, till the original
type at last may altogether be obliterated.

In China there are not only learned men, whose business
it is to record every thing remarkable that is either said or
done by the reigning Emperor, (which is done for his own
instruction, as well as for that of his successors,) but the
great families have, in like manner, their records, and these
are considered as the most precious part of the inheritance
which descends from sire to son. All who aspire to any
high office are required to be well acquainted with the his-
tory of their ancestors, and in that history their indispen-
sable qualifications are examined.

That excellent good man Gilpin drew up a family record
of his great-grandfather, grandfather, and father, who had
all been 'very valuable men.' 'I have often thought/ said
he, 'such little records might be very useful in families;
whether the subjects of them were good or bad. A light-
house may serve equally the purpose of leading you into a
naven, or deterring you from a rock.'1

If it may stand with your soft blush, to hear
Yourself but told unto yourself, and see
In my character what your features be,
You will not from the paper slightly pass.
No lady, but at some time loves her glass.
And this shall be no false one, but as much
Removed, as you from need to have it such.2

There was once a German who, being a poet, physician,
and physiognomist, saw in a vision of Paradise, Physiognomy
herself, and received from her a most gracious compliment,
which lay buried among the Heidelberg Manuscripts in the
Vatican, till Frederick Adelung, in the year 1799, brought it
to light some centuries after the very name of the poet had
perished. Read the compliment, reader, if thou canst, as
given by the German antiquary, without note, comment,
glossary, or punctuation. I can answer for the fidelity of
my transcript, though not of his text.
1 Warner's Recollections.           2 Ben Jonson.
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